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Introduction  
 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
Welcome and thank you for reading. Every ICS and every team in the West Midlands are a 
constituent member of the West Midlands Cancer Alliance (WMCA) and valued stakeholder, and 
each newsletter is designed to include relevant content for you. The aim is to better coordinate 
the vast amount of information and events associated with cancer that will be useful in building 
knowledge and shaping the work we do, individually and collectively to improve outcomes and 
increase survivorship for the West Midlands population. You are welcome to disseminate this 
newsletter within your teams.  
 
Sarah Hughes 
Managing Director, Midlands Cancer Alliances 
 

  

 
Primary Care Cancer Focus – Dr Jim McMorran 

 
How does stopping smoking affect the risk of head and neck cancers? 
Head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HNSCC) patients who are current smokers when 
diagnosed have inferior clinical outcomes compared to never-smokers or previous smokers. 
 
A retrospective, case-control study (n = 134) showed that (1): 
• odds of complete response to first-line therapy were 3.7 times higher among smokers at 

diagnosis who quit before treatment initiation (quitters; n = 55) than among those continuing to 
smoke (p = 0.03) 

• disease-free survival was also higher among quitters (aHR, 0.33; 95 % CI, 0.12–0.90; p = 0.029) 
• quitters were 67 % less likely to die of all causes than active smokers (aHR, 0.33; 95 % CI, 

0.15–0.71; p = 0.004) 
 

A systematic review and meta-analysis found (2): 
• smoking cessation reduces risk of head & neck cancer by ~half with strong effect on duration of 

cessation. 
• a protective effect is apparent within first 5 years of cessation. 
• risk of head of neck cancers is comparable to non-smokers after 20 years of cessation. 

 
Reference: 
1. Krutz M et al. Tobacco cessation after head and neck cancer diagnosis is an independent predictor of treatment 

response and long-term survival. Oral Oncol. 2022 Nov;134:106072. doi: 10.1016/j.oraloncology.2022.106072. 
2. Khalifeh M, Ginex P, Boffetta P Reduction of head and neck cancer risk following smoking cessation: a systematic 

review and meta-analysis BMJ Open 2024;14:e074723. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2023-074723 
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BSOL Cancer Bus Tour: 
 
The West Midlands Cancer colleagues went along to the first NHS Birmingham and Solihull Cancer 
Bus Tour to support our ICB colleagues.  Two members of the West Midlands Cancer Alliance Team 
had their blood sugar level checked by the nurse undertaking health checks.  
 
It was good to see a range of people speaking to ICB colleagues and nurses and having health checks 
for blood pressure, blood sugar and liver checks.  The purpose of the bus tour is to encourage people 
who are experiencing potential signs of cancer to contact their GP practice to help increase earlier 
diagnosis and improve outcomes.   
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WMCA Update   

The West Midlands Cancer Alliance are completing a mapping project of prehabilitation services 
across the region and conducting a gap analysis to inform improvement plans and agreements for 
sustainable commissioning and delivery of prehabilitation interventions and services. Prehabilitation is 
an intervention that takes place before cancer treatment to reduce side effects, complications, and 
enhance recovery. 
 
There are two questionnaires for completion, one looking at prehabilitation services and the other at 
increasing physical activity.  

• Prehabilitation Services Questionnaire  
• Increasing Physical Activity Questionnaire 

 
Please share this widely across your Trust with staff who will be able to provide cancer prehab input 
such as, Therapy services and Dietetics.  Please contact the project team if you need any further 
information: 

• Laura Blaney -Quality Improvement Facilitator - laura.blaney@nhs.net 
• Sandra Smith - Programme Manager - sandra.smith140@nhs.net   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
UKONS Acute Oncology Initial Management Guidelines App (v4.0) 
The UKONS triage tool is available as a mobile app.  Download the app via the Android or Apple app 
store and search for “UKONS Sundown Solutions”.   A web-based version can also be accessed 
at:  https://www.sundownsolutions.co.uk/sites/UKONS/EN/index.aspx.  

 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
New WMCA Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapy (SACT) guidelines: 
 
The following new guidelines have been ratified by the WMCA board for implementation in all West 
Midlands services with immediate effect: 

• Guideline for the use of Bisphosphonates and other Treatments to Reduce Skeletal Events in 
Adult Oncology and Haematology Patients, July 2024 v1.0  

• Guideline for Hypomagnesaemia Management in Adult Oncology and Haematology Patients, 
July 2024 v1.0 

 
The following guideline has been renewed pending publication of the national guideline: 

• Guideline for the Management of Extravasation of a Systemic Anticancer Therapy including 
Cytotoxic Agents v3.0, 2024. 

 
These guidelines can be accessed on the website. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
GatewayC 
 
We are pleased to share with you GatewayC’s Communications Assets and Campaign Calendar 
for September.  
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fe%2FGy4aM5myBA&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C3000260850884885788808dcc1238a20%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638597605581709347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5r6A6nvH6tlcePsJsJAaeDp9LRVt74H0PqdA7k6EVYY%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fe%2FaF8HcuUnVr&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C3000260850884885788808dcc1238a20%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638597605581726900%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NdOXkElzDoDPqpZVt5vV71wkdcJnNk9s0KiYkuxEwWw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:laura.blaney@nhs.net
mailto:sandra.smith140@nhs.net
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sundownsolutions.co.uk%2Fsites%2FUKONS%2FEN%2Findex.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C3ff1547493b24e0d611508dcbc46cd53%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638592259476147356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bng%2BVB%2BkCI2NrWZJ5nIQ4evp1ZQhQ7ZcwNR5UrRMSoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwmcanceralliance.nhs.uk%2Fpatients-area%2Fexpert-advisory-groups%2Fsystemic-anti-cancer-therapy-sact&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C3ff1547493b24e0d611508dcbc46cd53%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638592259476127524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SWXem3yCH1M4qyw0eSzLGzpxkUV4EWEIKDKQ6IlLr8U%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sundownsolutions.co.uk%2Fsites%2FUKONS%2FEN%2Findex.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C3ff1547493b24e0d611508dcbc46cd53%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638592259476165119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4wtyVcUplO1qeC6Df75C72OYUPSTJLI2fLAkwnzxT5w%3D&reserved=0


  
 

  

  

WMCA Update   

You will find a range of resources to share with your networks including: 
 
 Blood Cancer Awareness Month assets 
 GPs Talk Cancer series 2 – Ep 4 Myeloma  
 Urological Cancer Awareness Month assets   
 Gynaecological Cancer Awareness Month assets  
 Hereditary Cancer Awareness Month assets   
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Accend: 
 
The ACCEND team have been working with their stakeholders to create two new courses for those 
who would like to learn the specialist skills and capabilities needed to work in cancer care. More 
information about the courses is available on the attached flyers and links below or email a member 
of the team for more information england.accend@nhs.net 
 
University of West England (UWE) 
• Clinical Leadership and Professional Development in Cancer Care - Clinical Leadership and 

Professional Development in Cancer Care - Professional/ Short Course - UWE Bristol 
• PG Cert in Cancer Care -  Cancer Care - PGCert - UWE Bristol 
 
Birmingham City University (BCU) 
• Professional Development and Clinical Leadership in Cancer Care - Professional Practice - 

Health CPD Course Birmingham City University (bcu.ac.uk) 
 
If you have any queries, please do contact the ACCEND Programme Team on 
england.accend@nhs.net 
 
BCU Cancer Care CPD.pdf 
Clinical Leadership and Professional Development in Cancer Care-flyer.pdf 
PGCert Cancer Care flyer UWE and DH.pdf 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
GatewayC 
 
We are pleased to share promotional assets for series 2 episode 4 of GatewayC’s GPs Talk Cancer 
podcast. Linked is a communications pack for Episode 4 – Myeloma. This pack includes: 
 
• Suggested social copy/visual assets 
• Newsletter and bulletin copy  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Insight Update 
News from the Insight & Voice team: June 2024 
 
2024 GP Patient Survey results to be published: Results from the 2024 GP Patient Survey 
(GPPS) will be published at 9.30am on Thursday 11 July 2024. The suite of materials includes national, 
integrated care system (ICS), primary care network (PCN) and GP practice level data. There will be 
headline infographic slides, as well as a more detailed national report, along with ICS and GP practice 
slidepacks and an interactive PCN dashboard.      
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1Hi9NcwjsJ1HCCdP0Y-Q1g1_Kg9OR173P%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C149c367c40124912fac908dccb1f7283%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638608583151720476%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DYAX9FbrAM10YaCjD6RsBrBO4sS9q%2FUCRcfyFHL3Wt4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1oH4b8C-7LzyAsjwOsLgfQ-uPKrwvjBxr%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C149c367c40124912fac908dccb1f7283%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638608583151731336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0FeeLCI6owaTEQWuKCxgp2%2BuSiTNuECn5HH6URW7WJ0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1e_g-4mpI4QeMH2CTDeb8nGcxR1mE10EQ%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C149c367c40124912fac908dccb1f7283%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638608583151739341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GqedC7O47PaCLp4V8HkehRP23sjYp9wFwx7wPAGPBE4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F10VfHTtPuawtOk4skKEbgEWhxsTfk71S9%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C149c367c40124912fac908dccb1f7283%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638608583151745709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x0Ofk7ZMQ0%2FihxDOLtyG8U4tl6RbqSVMxpVC4bXC2VY%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F11kyZUQuUGUgNpYCnJakDOs5LTFsfX9t8%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C149c367c40124912fac908dccb1f7283%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638608583151752510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PbmKMnnKhH8tDPmJ3FxXG0bXixv6tZncM2WB3wtd7hQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:england.accend@nhs.net
https://courses.uwe.ac.uk/UZTYNB30M/clinical-leadership-and-professional-development-in-cancer-care
https://courses.uwe.ac.uk/UZTYNB30M/clinical-leadership-and-professional-development-in-cancer-care
https://courses.uwe.ac.uk/B79K00/cancer-care#:%7E:text=Our%20PGCert%20in%20Cancer%20Care,Fundamentals%20of%20Cancer%20Care
https://www.bcu.ac.uk/health-cpd-courses/courses/professional-practice-modules-2024-25
https://www.bcu.ac.uk/health-cpd-courses/courses/professional-practice-modules-2024-25
mailto:england.accend@nhs.net
https://nhs-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/angela_gould1_nhs_net/Documents/Cancer%20Alliance%20Band%205%20new%20work/Transcripts%20of%20Meetings/BCU%20Cancer%20Care%20CPD.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=M6bu3a
https://nhs-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/angela_gould1_nhs_net/Documents/Cancer%20Alliance%20Band%205%20new%20work/Transcripts%20of%20Meetings/Clinical%20Leadership%20and%20Professional%20Development%20in%20Cancer%20Care-flyer.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Vb27yV
https://nhs-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/angela_gould1_nhs_net/Documents/Cancer%20Alliance%20Band%205%20new%20work/Transcripts%20of%20Meetings/PGCert%20Cancer%20Care%20flyer%20UWE%20and%20DH.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=2oAiId
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1_VVwzaWaXG-YNrhhlvZC0Zm6G0L6UcmP%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C4e8685850766491648e208dcc066add3%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638596794463954166%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f0au7kak%2BtzQX0revqkuu8f0EunO7rnuyihgUmSJHuo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gp-patient.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113302985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ejLfPnpZpQ8u8SJYW3OLQQhQAsJe3RUlNNefq8MtZdI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gp-patient.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113302985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ejLfPnpZpQ8u8SJYW3OLQQhQAsJe3RUlNNefq8MtZdI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgp-patient.co.uk%2Fdownloads%2F2023%2FGPPS_2023_National_infographic_PUBLIC.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113309644%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pJ1eMM0WXAmbtA02es8Qme9Y0A0PPnawBpMMjDX%2FDHo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgp-patient.co.uk%2Fdownloads%2F2023%2FGPPS_2023_National_report_PUBLIC.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113315387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bpYL6bHcp6gYgTuxAEKedTjd1KRHeeaYphhHziJKfUU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gp-patient.co.uk%2FICSslidepacks2023&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113321369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rkcQGrCJ6FCgPrGZa41xKpKXbp%2FA%2Bhm514vRfBMzp7s%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgp-patient.co.uk%2Fpcn-dashboard&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113327174%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g60Ti1KOpAWqRJPBR3YJtB99oNofxHRnki6b0wzmwy8%3D&reserved=0


  
 

  

  

WMCA Update   

The publication of the 2024 survey results will be the start of a new time series for GPPS. This 
means that trend data for previous years of the survey will not be presented alongside the 2024 
results, as it would normally be. The 2024 results are not comparable with previous years because 
of two significant changes which have been made to the survey in 2024: 
 
• New questionnaire - the questionnaire has been updated to make sure it continues to reflect how 

primary care services are delivered and how patients experience them. However, even for those 
individual questions where the wording has remained the same as in previous years, analysis has 
shown that trends cannot be reliably presented. 

• Changes to the survey design - the methodology of the survey has changed to an ‘online first’ 
approach. This is designed to improve response rates and reduce costs. The new approach will 
encourage a higher proportion of online responses, with a paper questionnaire only enclosed in 
the last postal reminder. Testing has shown that this change in methodology will lead to 
differences in results which are not due to a change in patient experience, so trends cannot be 
reliably presented. 

 
Publication of the National Cancer Patient Experience Survey and Under 16 Cancer Patient 
Experience Survey results: Due to limited analytical resources, the results of the 2023 National 
Cancer Patient Experience Survey and 2023 Under 16 Cancer Patient Experience Survey will be 
published as detailed below. We are aiming to publish the following outputs in line with the timings for 
previous years:  
  
• National Cancer Patient Experience Survey: National, Trust and Cancer Alliance quantitative data 

(including Excels, reports and infographic) will be published, and qualitative workbooks shared 
with Trusts, on 24 July 2024.  

• Under 16 Cancer Patient Experience Survey: National and Principal Treatment Centre 
quantitative data will be published, and qualitative workbooks shared with Principal Treatment 
Centres, in November 2024*.  

  
*Please note that dates are estimated. The exact publication date will be announced one month prior 
to publication in line with the Code of Practice for Statistics. It is our intention to publish the following 
outputs later, with the exact timing of outputs being dependent on resourcing but we hope it would be 
within six months of the first tranche of outputs where at all possible, and as soon as resource allows:  
  
• National Cancer Patient Experience Survey: Integrated Care Board quantitative data, national 

qualitative report, easy read reporting, long format data tables, and the online dashboard.  
• Under 16 Cancer Patient Experience Survey: National qualitative report, easy read reporting, and 

the online dashboard.  
  
We apologise for the delay in sharing some of the data. If you have any queries, please contact the 
NHS England Insight and Voice team at england.insight-queries@nhs.net. Patient Experience 
Library Training Tracker: The Patient Experience Library provides a Training Tracker to help people 
find courses on patient experience and patient and public involvement. The courses are not provided 
by the Patient Experience library, but for further details, and to book places, you can contact the course 
providers via the links. The tracker is updated monthly. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Innovation: 
 
The West Midlands Cancer Alliance are proud to have received notice that four of the five SBRI bids 
that we have been supporting have gone through to the next stage for potential funding. We will be 
supporting innovators in the coming months to help meet SBRI’s phase 2 criteria prior to subsequent 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncpes.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113356913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7gwPGy0JWNvQmbeGGkqo%2BZntsMlcsXRBSbumqGaWquU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncpes.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113356913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7gwPGy0JWNvQmbeGGkqo%2BZntsMlcsXRBSbumqGaWquU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.under16cancerexperiencesurvey.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113362653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ps10KL79enuEsakvVXWXIrttBOpbgRmXG3mnY%2FUZngU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:england.insight-queries@nhs.net
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.patientlibrary.net%2Fcgi-bin%2Flibrary.cgi&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113368469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QNAOCEM3wVCgtRGPiETUPxUPTtfODb6i8wGY7P57%2Ffk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.patientlibrary.net%2Fcgi-bin%2Flibrary.cgi%3Fpage%3DTrainingTracker&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cb9cf1646632f4210ff2f08dc9c725753%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638557262113374325%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xIWOEhVejqPQR6A70QE0qODKXeKDtrJFXpLGCLkoeNw%3D&reserved=0
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interviews in October 2024; with a view to bringing the latest innovations to patients across the region. 
For further information, please contact Daniel Bates: Daniel.bates3@nhs.net  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

 
 

The Stoptober campaign resources are now available to download from the Campaign Resource 
Centre. These can be used throughout September and October to help raise awareness of the 
campaign and encourage smokers to plan their quit attempt. They include: 

• Campaign toolkit containing key messages, stats and facts, overview of assets, suggested social 
media posts and ideas for evaluation. 

• Digital posters  
• Social media assets (static and animated)  
• Graphics for digital screens 
• Email signatures 

DOWNLOAD RESOURCES NOW 
 

 
 

mailto:Daniel.bates3@nhs.net
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.e.phepartnerships.co.uk%2Fels%2Fv2%2FX67zB8gDvPSV%2FVUdHWENnSkxLNkRQNWRHRUoveTE1VUVJNkFTNTllM1RBU3lvSSsycnRqNkwwNTRabG1yQXlqblN2cFdrcnFkZzhCQ0VkaDF1R21NVjdsdUpoSlExd203NVRNM0FURC9iTDQ4U1pvckxpakRhTnQrUjZzV0JTUT09S0%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C8e0f0d7acac848eb689508dcc358d0cd%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638600033429023395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HuE793zSX6qFPCVqhSET1sqtYcyPBQj3P%2FGba81vPgE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.e.phepartnerships.co.uk%2Fels%2Fv2%2FX67zB8gDvPSV%2FVUdHWENnSkxLNkRQNWRHRUoveTE1VUVJNkFTNTllM1RBU3lvSSsycnRqNkwwNTRabG1yQXlqblN2cFdrcnFkZzhCQ0VkaDF1R21NVjdsdUpoSlExd203NVRNM0FURC9iTDQ4U1pvckxpakRhTnQrUjZzV0JTUT09S0%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C8e0f0d7acac848eb689508dcc358d0cd%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638600033429023395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HuE793zSX6qFPCVqhSET1sqtYcyPBQj3P%2FGba81vPgE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.e.phepartnerships.co.uk%2Fels%2Fv2%2FbxXvswjXkeF8%2FVUdHWENnSkxLNkRQNWRHRUoveTE1VUVJNkFTNTllM1RBU3lvSSsycnRqNkwwNTRabG1yQXlqblN2cFdrcnFkZzhCQ0VkaDF1R21NVjdsdUpoSlExd203NVRNM0FURC9iTDQ4U1pvckxpakRhTnQrUjZzV0JTUT09S0%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C8e0f0d7acac848eb689508dcc358d0cd%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638600033429031889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OpD3UBIeQOeW2MzI8oXJ9l3oo0Zrv%2FFwZuctKBAnFI0%3D&reserved=0
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Campaign overview: 
Stoptober is the Department of Health and Social Care’s annual stop smoking campaign, based on 
evidence that if a smoker makes it to 28 days smoke-free, they are five times more likely to quit for 
good. Since it first launched in 2012, Stoptober has helped over 2.5 million people make a quit smoking 
attempt. With your help, this year we aim to encourage the remaining 5 million smokers in England to 
give quitting a go this October and support them to quit successfully. 
  
Searching ‘Stoptober’ directs smokers to the Better Health website, where they can access a range of 
free support, tools, information and advice on quitting smoking. There is also a postcode lookup tool 
to help them find their local stop smoking service. 
  
Stoptober is a little different this year as there will be no national paid media campaign, so your support 
is more important than ever. Alongside using the resources above, we strongly encourage you to 
create your own communications such as PR, case studies, blogs and displays, particularly to 
encourage smokers to access local quitting support. 
 
Join the Stoptober webinar:  
ASH is hosting a webinar on Monday 9 September where we will provide an overview of the Stoptober 
resources on offer. It will also include updates from regional tobacco control programmes who will 
demonstrate how local and regional stakeholders can amplify national comms and maximise the 
impact in their area. You can register for the webinar here. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Midlands Diagnostics Newsletter August: 
 
Please find below the August edition of the Midlands Diagnostics Newsletter. We are presenting the 
newsletter in a new format using Sway. To read, please click the link below, and please feel free to 
forward it widely.  Link to August edition of the Midlands Diagnostics Newsletter  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Teledermatology: 
 
The WMCA Tele-dermatology and Skin Cancer Guidelines were ratified by the Board on 17th July 
2024.  These guidelines were developed by a task and finish group which has been working to 
standardise and streamline protocols across the West Midlands.  These guidelines offer options and 
expectations around the provision of tele-dermatology and skin cancer services recognising national 
implications and patient needs. For further details, please contact Carolyn Parker: 
Carolyn.parker3@nhs.net . Please see link below for guidelines: 
 https://wmcanceralliance.nhs.uk/component/rsfiles/download-file/files?path=EAGs%252FSkin%252FDocuments%252FEnc%2B6%2B-
%2BWMCA%2BBoard%2BTele-dermatology%2Band%2BSkin%2BCancer%2BGuidelines%2B1.pdf&Itemid=236  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Midlands Outpatient Transformation Programme Newsletter - July 2024: 
 
Please find below link to the latest Midlands Outpatient Transformation Programme Newsletter.  
Should colleagues wish to know more about any of our workstreams, we encourage you to contact 
us via our team inbox england.midsopandec@nhs.net and we'd be happy to discuss with you. 

Outpatient Transformation Programme Newsletter 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.e.phepartnerships.co.uk%2Fels%2Fv2%2FG8qxBArZYvsD%2FVUdHWENnSkxLNkRQNWRHRUoveTE1VUVJNkFTNTllM1RBU3lvSSsycnRqNkwwNTRabG1yQXlqblN2cFdrcnFkZzhCQ0VkaDF1R21NVjdsdUpoSlExd203NVRNM0FURC9iTDQ4U1pvckxpakRhTnQrUjZzV0JTUT09S0%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C8e0f0d7acac848eb689508dcc358d0cd%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638600033429038657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SedghSOJ%2BjhtCk1Mz7gKOcfUASiAQjyFbSQoHa0Ntas%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsway.cloud.microsoft%2FWm8746DLnfnu4aVl%3Fref%3DLink&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C55abf257deaa4a94556908dcc04d1419%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638596684481852429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WesRxERlE0unsX2%2FKXNovuwnNB%2Fu9cuL6xUJdmIwsK0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Carolyn.parker3@nhs.net
https://wmcanceralliance.nhs.uk/component/rsfiles/download-file/files?path=EAGs%252FSkin%252FDocuments%252FEnc%2B6%2B-%2BWMCA%2BBoard%2BTele-dermatology%2Band%2BSkin%2BCancer%2BGuidelines%2B1.pdf&Itemid=236
https://wmcanceralliance.nhs.uk/component/rsfiles/download-file/files?path=EAGs%252FSkin%252FDocuments%252FEnc%2B6%2B-%2BWMCA%2BBoard%2BTele-dermatology%2Band%2BSkin%2BCancer%2BGuidelines%2B1.pdf&Itemid=236
mailto:england.midsopandec@nhs.net
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsway.cloud.microsoft%2Fe13Ae9U7KYSW3vFO%3Fref%3Demail&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C9ea6f5550fa740087da408dcad7cddad%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638575999005693270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7dVUqAx5S2JYlfRwiO5PaGxQnXMqDV3C%2F49h14F%2FWzs%3D&reserved=0
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WMCA Expert Advisory Group (EAG) Meetings: 
 
Please see below details of upcoming WMCA EAG Meetings. Please note that these meetings are for 
EAG Members only. For more information about joining these meetings, please email: 
rwh-tr.wmcanceralliance@nhs.net  
 
3rd September 2024:  Lung EAG 
10th September 2024:  Urology EAG 
10th September 2024:  Gynae EAG 
11th September 2024:  EAG Chairs, Deputies and Clinical Pathway Leads Meeting 
16th September 2024:  SACT EAG 
18th September 2024:  Primary Care EAG 
19th September 2024:  Cancer Trust Manager& Lead Nurses Meeting 
19th September 2024:  HPB EAG 
20th September 2024:  Brain & CNS EAG 
26th September 2024:  Psychosocial EAG 
1st October 2024:  MSCC AO & CUP EAG   
3rd October 2024:  Breast EAG 
4th October 2024:  Head and Neck EAG 
11th October 2024:  Radiotherapy EAG 
17th October 2024:  SACT EAG   
29th October 2024:  Psychosocial EAG  
 
*Please note that dates are correct at time of publication 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Cancer Awareness Events 

Cancer awareness days, weeks and months are important in helping us to spread awareness and 
show support for people living with cancer. Increasing cancer awareness in more deprived areas 
could help to reduce health inequalities and improve cancer outcomes. Having cancer awareness 
will give you the confidence to speak to a doctor if something doesn't feel normal to you, as spotting 
cancer early increases the chance of survival. Please see attached link for details: 
Cancer Awareness Calendar.pdf 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
  
UK Skin Cancer Clinical Trials Group 
 
The Group is actively looking to expand representation from the following fields and disciplines, to 
ensure we have expertise from across the spectrum of clinical trial design, development and 
conduct. If you have expertise in the following fields, or work with colleagues who do, please 
cascade this email through your networks as an invitation to participate in driving the national UK 
platform of academic skin cancer research: 

• Pathologists 
• Statisticians / Trials methodologists 
• Clinical trial operations / management 
• Pharmacists  

 
We are aware that with fixed clinical commitments, always having the meeting on the same day of 
the week may be difficult for some participants to be involved. We have decided for now to have bi-

EVENTS UPDATE 

mailto:rwh-tr.wmcanceralliance@nhs.net
https://nhs-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/angela_gould1_nhs_net/Documents/Cancer%20Alliance%20Band%205%20new%20work/Collab%20Drive%20Docs/Cancer%20Awareness%20Calendar.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Y95bYH


  
 

  

  

WMCA Update   

monthly meetings alternating between Tuesday and Thursday 4-5pm. The idea is that sub-groups 
should then be able to spin out and have their own meetings as they become more active.  

 
 

Next planned meeting dates:  
Tuesday 3rd Sept 4-5pm  
Thursday 7th Nov 4-5pm  

 
Terms of Reference 

You can read the Terms of Reference document for the UKSCCTG here.  
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Gynaecology Operational Delivery Network Board Meeting 
 
The Gynaecology Operational Delivery Network was established to improve the pathways and reduce 
disparity of care for women with diagnosed with Ovarian Cancer across the West Midlands. The board 
meet on a quarterly basis with primary, secondary, and tertiary colleagues providing updates on 
existing work programmes and to discuss the establishment of future work plans. List of all future dates 
for 2024: 
 
10th September 2024: 9am – 11am 
 
For further details for this meeting, and for calendar invitations, please contact: Eden Tagg, 
Gynaecology operational delivery network manager: Eden.tagg@uhnm.nhs.uk 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Personalised Care in Cancer Conference: 
Wednesday 25 September 2024: 9.30am to 3pm 
Midlands Arts Centre, Birmingham, B12 9QH 
 
The Personalised Care in Cancer Conference is taking place on Wednesday 25th September at The 
Midlands Art Centre Birmingham (registration links below). It promises to be a jampacked event, with 
attendees gaining valuable insights and learning about best practices to gain a greater awareness and 
understanding of personalised care in cancer. It will also include stalls hosted by colleagues from 
across the system and beyond, including the Personalised Care team at University Hospitals 
Birmingham, Macmillan, Bowel Cancer UK and Breast Cancer Now.  
   
To book your place, please click here and for any queries, please contact Kafilla Munir, Cancer 
Partnership Improvement Manager, NHS Birmingham and Solihull ICB 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

 

New suite of online courses led by independent cancer educator Dr Elaine Vickers 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LFbdvdniLNmT8Ded_qtI-NEr4iX3nBAe/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110397631320120259585&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:Eden.tagg@uhnm.nhs.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.co.uk%2Fnull%2Ft-nognjpd&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C41e0146d8f6947dcd4fa08dc8a3aece8%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638537233158134769%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5o4fCwo%2FPLaMaBnrbxbT3ITJ2F%2FukrgfvgwsErtGUoI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Kafilla.Munir2@nhs.net
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We are delighted to announce a new programme of courses this year covering a range of new topics 
in collaboration with Dr Elaine Vickers. Elaine has worked as a cancer educator for over 20 years and 
is passionate about demystifying the science behind cancer biology and the latest cancer treatments 
such as kinase inhibitors, monoclonal antibodies and immunotherapies. Our latest courses are: 

Targeted Treatments and Immunotherapy for Solid Tumours: Demystifying the Science 
Thursday 5 and 19 September 9:30 am - 12:30 pm (Virtual delivery via MS Teams)  
Fees £150  
This course gives cancer nurses and trial staff the knowledge and confidence to discuss a wide range 
of targeted cancer treatments and immunotherapies with patients and colleagues. 
 
Novel Immunotherapies for Solid Tumours 
Thursday 3 October 9:30 am - 12:30 pm (Virtual delivery via MS Teams) 
Fees £75 
This course emphasises the progress made in developing novel immunotherapies for solid tumours, 
such as CAR T cell therapy, TCR-engineered T cell therapy, tumour infiltrating lymphocytes, T cell 
engagers, and vaccine-based treatments. 
 
Beginner’s Guide to Cancer Immunotherapy 
Tuesday 22 October 9:30 am - 12:30 pm (Virtual delivery via MS Teams) 
Fees £75 
This course will introduce the science behind many forms of immunotherapy - what it is, how it works, 
and who it’s given to - including immune checkpoint inhibitors, treatment vaccines, and CAR T cells. 
 
Introduction to Precision Cancer Medicine 
Tuesday 12 and 19 November 9:30 am - 12:30 pm (Virtual delivery via MS Teams) 
Fees £150  
The fundamental idea of precision medicine is to offer each cancer patient a treatment approach that 
is tailored to the unique biology and genetics of their disease. This course provides an understanding 
of the concepts that underlie precision cancer medicine and both its promise and limitations. 
 
Payments: 
You can pay by either using a credit card or arranging for invoice payment directly with your employer 
by using the coupon code INVOICE at the checkout to make a booking. Please note your booking will 
remain provisional until your request has been validated with funding/study leave approval. Find out 
more about payment for our courses in our FAQ section. 
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
SACT and Acute Oncology conferences / podcast: 
UK Acute Oncology Society conference   
Theme: Transforming acute oncology – everyone’s business 
Friday 27th September 2024 at 8:30am – 4.30pm 
The Birmingham Conference & Events Centre, Hill Street, Birmingham B5 4EW. 
 
The SACT Board annual conference  
Thursday 28th November 2024  
The Pullman London St Pancras Hotel 
 
The Immunobuddies Podcast:  
This weekly podcast is led by Dr Ricky Frazer and Dr Anna Olsson-Brown and is aimed at anyone with 
an interest in immunotherapy and its development.  Discussions focus on the dilemmas, challenges 
and progress made in the management of patients receiving immunotherapies to treat cancer. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fskillsacademy.newcastle-hospitals.nhs.uk%2Fcourse%2Ftargeted-treatments-and-immunotherapy-for-solid-tumours-demystifying-the-science-september-2024%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C6f48fd00fcfa4e70bc8008dc9423a542%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638548128015445538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oSInZGhm6U%2Fk0d5pKAg6Ze9A85bB5jWlUVa8r87UUrk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fskillsacademy.newcastle-hospitals.nhs.uk%2Fcourse%2Fnovel-immunotherapies-for-solid-tumours-october-2024%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C6f48fd00fcfa4e70bc8008dc9423a542%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638548128015457422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GbcnlDV0U69loztGAEyki9GmwbiX3PMfkKgZUgdulqU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fskillsacademy.newcastle-hospitals.nhs.uk%2Fseries%2Fbeginners-guide-to-cancer-immunotherapy%2Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fskillsacademy.newcastle-hospitals.nhs.uk%2Fcourse%2Fbeginners-guide-to-cancer-immunotherapy-october-2024%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C6f48fd00fcfa4e70bc8008dc9423a542%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638548128015466594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X5zZ2y%2FTLeU8Uv3Z2%2FNqcZgUDoqmB1C52xtLsqeUnpg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fskillsacademy.newcastle-hospitals.nhs.uk%2Fcourse%2Fintroduction-to-precision-cancer-medicine-november-2024%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C6f48fd00fcfa4e70bc8008dc9423a542%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638548128015474426%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XdGO9Frls2AQi6p8eSxO47Z5aegC2iGCDuSOxbVRz2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fskillsacademy.newcastle-hospitals.nhs.uk%2Fhelp%2Fmaking-payments%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C6f48fd00fcfa4e70bc8008dc9423a542%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638548128015480807%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vg3pM1gkUD3ERm764T4WkrUnsFzbdVzB5rrTu4CvSuw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ukacuteoncology.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C3ff1547493b24e0d611508dcbc46cd53%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638592259476181768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6m%2FaB1%2B1J4oy7Iqm1Zojcqb5kaY7%2FTl%2FvDy%2BXXuQtdw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uksactboard.org%2Fconference&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C3ff1547493b24e0d611508dcbc46cd53%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638592259476198405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=58NQzcNauJta64MQE8o51iYWOMv2ls%2BAEGD8INmZdM0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.apple.com%2Fgb%2Fpodcast%2Fthe-immunobuddies%2Fid1687866517&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C3ff1547493b24e0d611508dcbc46cd53%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638592259476213901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7fPgtR%2BEdId02hH1o%2FsoL%2Fbie6Qonx2jZlYZtvxHgzM%3D&reserved=0
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Join us for the 9th Annual Virtual MedLearn Event, "Inequalities, Innovation, Integration" 
hosted by Medicine Gov and partnered with the British Asian Cancer Charity on the Medicine 
Gov YouTube Channel, premiering on November 19, 2024. View the attached video clip for 
details.  

This event is complimentary for the NHS and small charities, convening oncology and healthcare 
professionals to tackle cancer disparities experienced by all diverse population groups — 
encompassing variations in care access, treatment outcomes, and research opportunities. Discover 
pioneering oncology solutions, collaborative approaches to cancer diagnosis, treatment, and research, 
and contribute insights to advance cancer services. 
 
Explore more about the three workstreams and how to submit a video to be featured in MedLearn24 
and actively promoted for three months at https://medicinegov.org/. 
 

 
 

 

West Midlands Cancer Alliance Vacancies: 
  
The West Midlands Cancer Alliance (WMCA) is one of twenty-one Cancer Alliances across England, 
one of the largest Alliances in the country. WMCA covers a large geographical area of 6 counties: 
Birmingham and Solihull, Coventry and Warwickshire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire, Shropshire, 
Telford and Wrekin, The Black Country and Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent.  
 
The West Midlands Cancer Alliance team is hosted at Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust working 
across the wider West Midlands footprint. These roles require regular travel across the Midlands and 
the team meet face to face in Central Birmingham once a fortnight. Please see below for full details of 
our current vacancies:  
 
Band 6 PMO Officer: https://bit.ly/3SUjTty 
Band 8A Workforce and Education Manager: Job vacancy: Workforce & Education Manager, The Royal Wolverhampton 
NHS Trust, Birmingham | trac.jobs (healthjobsuk.com) 
 
Please contact Jillian Guild ( jillian.guild1@nhs.net ) for further information.  

VACANCIES 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedicinegov.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C6e79ceb279444c36b1b908dc9f47e104%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638560378290348012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HfVYAzN4hnxu3LiXdiidreDR9xnco4u5FcrHUNNoaOc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3SUjTty&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7C951e194f94cc40c69c0a08dcc06707db%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638596795939960860%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cWw1o%2BU3yz7Wl6LwQAKYCUYtP636DbhedHBg2I4kZXU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.healthjobsuk.com/job/v6555647
https://www.healthjobsuk.com/job/v6555647
mailto:jillian.guild1@nhs.net
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Please be advised that all vacancies are also advertised on NHS Jobs. The closing date for all 
vacancies is midnight on Sunday 8th September 2024, however please note, depending on the volume 
of applications received, this vacancy may close earlier than the date specified. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

WMCA Expert Advisory Group Recruitment:  

The West Midlands Cancer Alliance are currently in the process of recruiting to vacancies for the 
following Expert Advisory Groups (EAG’s):  

• Haematology EAG Deputy Chair 
• Children’s EAG Deputy Chair 
• MSCC AO & CUP EAG Deputy Chair 
• Upper GI EAG Chair 
• Head and Neck EAG Deputy Chair 
• Gynae EAG Deputy Chair 
• Radiotherapy EAG Chair and Deputy Chair 
• Urology EAG Deputy Chair 
• Psychosocial EAG Chair & Deputy Chair  

 
We are looking for candidates based on the following criteria: 
 

• Ability to deliver national and regional work programme obligations. 
• Demonstrable collaborative working with West Midlands Cancer Alliance. 
• Experience with service change at scale. 
• Credibility as a Cancer specialist in the West Midlands region. 
• Regular attendance at EAGs or member of a Task and Finish group. 
• Must be a current member of the West Midlands EAG group.  

 
Candidates are asked to send their expressions of interest forms (see attached below) via email with 
accompanying CVs, stating why you would like to apply for this post, what you can bring to the post 
and your relevant experience for the role of Chair / Deputy Chair for the EAG to the following email: 
angela.gould1@nhs.net  by 5pm on Friday 6th September 2024.   
 
EOI Form: Expression of Interest Form.docx 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
WMCA Funded 12-month Clinical Pathway Improvement Lead – Head and Neck 
 
The West Midlands Cancer Alliance is funding 12 months of clinical lead time equivalent to 1PA per 
week, to support the development and implementation of plans incorporating achievement of 28 FDS 
and 62 Day Constitutional Standards with a focus on priority pathway improvement work across Head 
and Neck Cancer Pathways.  
 
We are currently seeking to recruit to the Head and Neck Clinical Pathway Lead vacancy. Should you 
wish to discuss this role further, please contact Lydia Fresco, Clinical Director, WMCA – 
l.fresco@nhs.net   
 
Candidates are asked to send their expressions of interest forms (see attached below) via email with 
accompanying CVs to Angela Gould: angela.gould1@nhs.net no later than 5pm on Friday 6th 
September 2024.  
 
EOI Form: Expression of Interest Form.docx 
 

mailto:angela.gould1@nhs.net
https://nhs-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/angela_gould1_nhs_net/Documents/Cancer%20Alliance%20Band%205%20new%20work/Collab%20Drive%20Docs/Expression%20of%20Interest%20Form.docx?d=wd7e3d9fcbaa040ee87778fc2718e7615&csf=1&web=1&e=EdY4du
mailto:l.fresco@nhs.net
mailto:angela.gould1@nhs.net
https://nhs-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/angela_gould1_nhs_net/Documents/Cancer%20Alliance%20Band%205%20new%20work/Collab%20Drive%20Docs/Expression%20of%20Interest%20Form.docx?d=wd7e3d9fcbaa040ee87778fc2718e7615&csf=1&web=1&e=EdY4du
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NHS Central and South Genomics 
Help Central and South Genomics reduce turnaround times for genetic testing in cancer. 
 
 
A national programme of work to improve turnaround times for genetic cancer testing has been 
commissioned by NHS England. Central and South Genomics (C&S Genomics) covering Wessex, the 
Thames Valley, and the West Midlands is seeking expert advisers in Oncology (Solid Tumour), 
Haemato-Oncology, Clinical Genetics, Cancer Surgery and Radiology for one PA/0.1 WTE a week for 
the six months from September 2024 to March 2025 to support this work. 
 
C&S Genomics includes both the Genomics Laboratory Hub and the Genomic Medicine Service 
Alliance and will be working to deliver on a set of agreed actions across pathways to improve 
turnaround times and ultimately patient care. Expert advisers will join the fortnightly project group 
meeting to steer the project and contribute to action plans. They will also support C&S Genomics in 
extending its network and provide on-the-ground input and advice in their given area of expertise. 
Each appointment will be based on expertise, and equally importantly become part of a multi-
disciplinary team that will work together to take the entirety of the program forward. C&S Genomics 
recognises the importance of regional ‘knowhow’ to identify interventions which will result in rapid and 
sustainable improvements in each of the West Midlands, Thames Valley and Wessex sub regions. 
 
To learn more about this opportunity and apply, please click here. 
 
 

 
 
Community Inspiration Awards 2024 shortlist follow up: 
 
We are pleased to share with you that Melody Bridges, Senior Cancer Delivery and Improvement 
Manager, NHS Birmingham and Solihull ICB has been shortlisted for the 12th Community Inspiration 
Awards 2024, in the Health and Wellbeing Award category. The annual Community Inspiration Awards 
is organised by Birmingham Community Foundation, to recognise outstanding contributions made by 
members of the community, staff from public sector organisations, charities, and businesses whose 
efforts have made a positive difference in the community and has inspired others. The Health & Well 
Being Award is to recognise the significant contribution made by a health practitioner or a team to 
improve health and well-being of the community though their continuous dedication and commitment 
to help others going beyond their call of duty. The Awards ceremony will take place on Friday 20th 
September 2024 where the finalists and the winners will be announced. We congratulate Mel on this 
fantastic achievement and wish her the very best of luck!  
    

 
Contact us: 
 
If you would like to contribute to future newsletters or believe we have missed something, 
please share what you are seeing with us, and we can distribute across the Region: 
 
Please also share with us achievements and things to celebrate across the region, including 
awards won, recognition of good practice and mentions for colleagues who warrant special 
recognition who may be leaving us. Please submit on a fortnightly basis on Wednesday’s.  

 
• Angela Gould, West Midlands Cancer Alliance: angela.gould1@nhs.net  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcentralsouthgenomics.nhs.uk%2Fnews%2Fhelp-us-reduce-turnaround-times-for-genetic-testing-in-cancer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cangela.gould1%40nhs.net%7Cfcb82a9a6aad466de48b08dcbc472c1d%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638592261063962027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MZdnvfMnl9aNmizySm7OUkByIppdfHcgCiXMK2WBl88%3D&reserved=0
mailto:angela.gould1@nhs.net

